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The full-owners, lessees and tenants do not form
clear-cut or water-tight classes. The same Chia may
possess all rights to some part of its land, may lease
another part from or to others, and a part may belong
to absentee landlords. The amount of land actually
cultivated by each Chia is determined by the amount
of labour available. Since the number of male adult
members of each Chia does not vary much, the amount
of land cultivated by each is much the same. But if
we inquire how far a Chia is cultivating its own land,
or how much land is fully owned by each Chia we find
a considerable variation. The administration office
of the village gave me the following estimate :

Amount of land (mows).                       Percentage of Chia.

50-70                                               0-6

30-49                                              0-7

15-29                                          0-9

10-14                                          4-0

5-9                                           18-0

0-4                                          75-8

According to this estimate, about 90 per cent, of
the population in the village have less than ten mow
or 1-5 acres of their own land. They have surplus
labour but not enough land. Therefore they become
lessees and tenants.

Theoretically the tenants are free from the obligation
to pay taxes. Land tax falls on the owner of the sub-
soil. But the practice is somewhat different. The
system of tax collecting in the region is a peculiar
one, and differs from that of other parts of the same
district*

From the ex-magistrate, I received the following
explanation, At the eifd of the last imperial dynasty,
the government tried to register the tax payers. But